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Madam Speaker, as my colleagues 

know, I have spent a great deal of my 
career promoting the need for a rig-
orous program of joint professional 
education. We have two missions as I 
see it: to fight the war that we are 
fighting today and to prepare for the 
next. It was the professional military 
education system that sustained the 
warfighting competency during the 
lean years between the First World 
War and Second World War. Men like 
General Troy Middleton, who went on 
to command an Army corps during the 
Battle of the Bulge, spent years and 
years in the school system studying 
the art and science of war. Warfare is 
becoming more complex at lower and 
lower levels, and our professional mili-
tary education system must continue 
to evolve to develop the thinking war-
riors the future will require. 

The Joint Advanced Warfighting 
School, or JAWS as it is called, at the 
Joint Forces Staff College is a wonder-
ful example of how joint professional 
military education has grown to meet 
the new and unique challenges military 
professionals face. This first class of 
JAWS has given its graduates the tools 
to be able to create campaign-quality 
concepts, employ all elements of na-
tional power, and succeed as joint force 
operational and strategic level plan-
ners as well and commanders. These 
graduates will populate the Joint Staff 
and Combatant commands with officers 
expert in the joint planning processes 
and capable of critical analysis in the 
application of all aspects of national 
power across the full range of military 
operations. 

The student of the JAWS program 
have spent the past year immersed in a 
rigorous course of study. They have 
completed a curriculum focused on 
‘‘high end’’ operational art consisting 
of courses such as Foundations in The-
ory of War, Strategic Foundations, and 
Operational Art and Campaigning, all 
of which blend theory foundations and 
historical evidence to provide them 
with a developmental framework. They 
have honed their decision-making, 
problem-solving, and planning skills 
using seminar exercises, war games, as 
well as simulations. 

Additionally, the JAWS course in-
cluded several field research trips. The 
students participated in a comprehen-
sive historical staff ride to Gettysburg, 
for example. They also traveled here to 
Washington and spent a week with sen-
ior military and governmental policy-
makers as well as practitioners. 

Madam Speaker, I am sure my col-
leagues will agree that joint profes-
sional military education is so very 
important. Sir William Francis Butler 
put it very well when he said, years 
and years ago, ‘‘The Nation that will 
insist on drawing a broad line of de-
marcation between the fighting man 
and the thinking man is liable to find 
its fighting done by fools and its think-
ing done by cowards.’’ 

That is why I believe, Madam Speak-
er, that Congress should vote to sup-

port H.R. 1490 so we may recognize the 
students of the Joint Advanced 
Warfighting School with a degree they 
have properly earned. 

Madam Speaker, having no further 
speakers, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, I have 
no additional speakers, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs. 
DRAKE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1490, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SUN SAFETY 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 169) recognizing 
the importance of sun safety, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 169 

Whereas Americans of all ages cherish the 
pleasures of outdoor activities, and too few 
recognize that overexposure to the sun and 
its ultraviolet radiation, classified by the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
as a known carcinogen, is the leading cause 
of skin cancer; 

Whereas it is critically important to be 
safe in the sun because skin cancer is the 
fastest growing cancer in our country today, 
affecting 1 in 5 Americans during their life-
times and killing 1 person every hour of 
every day; 

Whereas more than 1,000,000 new cases of 
skin cancer will be diagnosed in the United 
States this year, accounting for nearly half 
of all new cases of cancer and exceeding the 
incidence of breast, prostate, lung, and colon 
cancer combined; 

Whereas most people receive approxi-
mately 80 percent of their lifetime sun expo-
sure by age 18, setting the stage for skin can-
cer later in life; 

Whereas skin cancer is highly preventable 
by taking simple precautions when engaged 
in outdoor activities; 

Whereas research demonstrates that prac-
ticing good sun safety has the potential to 
significantly reduce the risk of skin cancer; 

Whereas the Sun Safety Alliance and its 
members have dedicated themselves to pro-
moting sun safety, eliminating skin cancer 
from excessive sun exposure, and encour-
aging sun protection practices, especially 
among children; and 

Whereas the Sun Safety Alliance has des-
ignated the week of June 5, 2005, to June 11, 
2005, as National Sun Safety Week: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the importance of sun safety; 
(2) encourages all Americans to protect 

themselves and their children from the dan-
gers of excessive sun exposure; 

(3) congratulates organizations like the 
Sun Safety Alliance for their efforts to pro-
mote sun safety and prevent skin cancer; and 

(4) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Sun Safety Week. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H. Res. 169. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, today the House is 
considering H. Res. 169, a resolution 
that I have introduced with the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ESHOO), 
our colleague, to encourage sun safety. 
I want to thank the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. BONO), the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN), the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. BOUCHER), 
and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HINCHEY), who also have cosponsored 
this resolution. 

H. Res. 169 is a straightforward reso-
lution which encourages all Americans 
to protect themselves and their chil-
dren from the dangers of excessive sun 
exposure. Most of us, especially those 
of us from the Sunshine State, enjoy 
the outdoors, though too few of us pro-
tect ourselves and our children from 
the sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays 
when engaged in outdoor activities. 

Skin cancer, Madam Speaker, is the 
fastest-growing cancer in our country 
today. One in five Americans will get 
some form of skin cancer during their 
lifetimes. More than one million new 
cases of skin cancer will be diagnosed 
in the United States this year, ac-
counting for nearly half of all new can-
cer cases and exceeding the combined 
number of breast, prostate, lung and 
colon cancers that will be diagnosed in 
the coming year. 

Many people are surprised to learn 
that most of us receive nearly 80 per-
cent of our lifetime sun exposure by 
age 18, exposure which sets the stage 
for cancer later in life; and I would like 
to repeat that, Madam Speaker. Many 
people are surprised to learn that most 
of us receive nearly 80 percent of our 
lifetime sun exposure by age 18, expo-
sure which sets the stage for cancer 
later in life. Therefore, it is critically 
important that we teach our children 
that sunburns are more than just the 
painful remnants of staying in the sun 
too long. They are potential killers 
that can cut short promising lives. 

The good news is that skin cancer is 
highly preventable by practicing good 
sun safety. Good sun safety means 
using sunscreen, wearing protective 
clothing and limiting sun exposure, es-
pecially during the hottest times when 
the sun’s rays are at their most dan-
gerous. Failing to do so, as we have 
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heard, can have serious and deadly con-
sequences, especially for children. 

I hope and believe that passage of 
this resolution will raise awareness 
about sun safety, encourage people to 
protect themselves and their children 
from excessive sun exposure, help re-
duce health care costs and save lives. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BARTON), the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce chairman, and 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
DEAL), the Subcommittee on Health 
chairman, for moving this resolution 
expeditiously through our committee 
and to the House floor. I certainly 
want to thank the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. DINGELL), ranking mem-
ber of the full committee, and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Subcommittee on Health’s ranking 
member, for their support of this meas-
ure. I encourage all of our colleagues to 
join us in approving this simple but im-
portant resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself as much time as I 
may consume. 

I thank the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BILIRAKIS), my friend from the 
Sunshine State, and encourage people 
to travel to my State more often per-
haps. 

As we head into summer months, it 
is crucial that Americans be aware of 
the risks involved in seemingly every-
day activities: a day at the beach, a jog 
in the park, an afternoon out working 
in the yard. 

Overexposure to the sun’s dangerous 
ultraviolet rays is a major risk and, 
largely because of increasing ozone de-
pletion brought on in part by global 
warming, a bigger threat than ever to 
the public health. Every year in the 
United States there are nearly 60,000 
new cases of melanoma, the most seri-
ous form of skin cancer. Nearly 8,000 
die every year from this disease. 

b 1430 
When it comes to risk factors for 

skin cancer, and I quote from the 
American Cancer Society’s list, ‘‘un-
protected and/or excessive exposure to 
ultraviolet radiation’’ is at the top of 
that list. The sun’s UV rays have been 
officially classified as a carcinogen by 
the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

Yet a national survey released yes-
terday shows that the number of people 
using sunscreen declined by over 10 
percent last year even as skin cancer 
diagnoses continue to rise. In light of 
these troubling statistics, I am happy 
to support this resolution introduced 
by the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
BILIRAKIS) and the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. ESHOO). The resolution 
supports outreach and education ef-
forts like National Sun Safety Week 
and the groups like the Sun Safety Al-
liance which work to keep the public 
informed of the risks of UV exposure. 

Sun Safety Alliance teams up health 
care professionals, educators, and cor-

porate partners to focus on conveying 
this risk. When it comes to something 
as basic as being out in the sun, effec-
tive public awareness strategies are 
critical. One of the alliance’s priorities 
is outreach to the youngest Americans. 
Children are at the highest risk of 
overexposure to UV rays. Most people 
receive some 80 percent of their life-
time sun exposure before their 18th 
birthday. It is essential that we shape 
and reinforce the right habits early. 

Madam Speaker, this resolution is an 
important step toward stopping an en-
tirely preventable killer. Thousands of 
lives can be saved with the right under-
standing of what that prevention en-
tails. I am pleased to support my col-
leagues and this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, kill, or however else we may 
want to look at it. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) sup-
porting this legislation. We worked to-
gether for a number of years when I 
chaired that particular subcommittee; 
and there were times when we dis-
agreed, but I enjoyed working with the 
gentleman. I appreciate the gentleman 
always being helpful and courteous and 
open-minded most of the time, not al-
ways open-minded, but most of the 
time. I appreciate the gentleman sup-
porting this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, we have a lot of leg-
islation on this floor, I suppose some 
Members would say much more impact-
ing than this legislation is. Certainly a 
lot more high profile, if you will, and 
that sort of thing. But, honestly, as the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) 
agreed with me, what this can do to 
our children and grandchildren. My 
daughter-in-law has four sons, and she 
takes my four grandchildren to the 
beach a lot. They like the beach, and I 
caution them and remind her about the 
fact that 80 percent of these skin can-
cers are really developed before one 
reaches age 18 and the potential haz-
ards of sun exposure. 

It is critical that the American peo-
ple will be listening to us through this 
legislation, if you will, on the signifi-
cance of being just as careful as we pos-
sibly can be regarding this disease. I 
have had two or three skin cancers, if 
you will, taken off my face over the 
years. I suppose many of us have. It is 
critical that we remember that and we 
educate the American people on this 
particular issue. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) 
for the good years when we were col-
leagues on the Subcommittee on 
Health when he was the chairman and 
I was the ranking member and the good 
work we were able to do on most days. 

This resolution, as the gentleman 
points out, is not as important as some 

things. I would like to go a little fur-
ther and talk about what all of this 
means in terms of global warming and 
some issues like that. I understand 
today is not the day to do that on this 
resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 169, ‘‘Recog-
nizing the importance of sun safety.’’ As 
incidences of skin cancer continue to rise, now 
affecting one out of every five people in the 
United States, sun safety is increasingly im-
portant to keeping Americans healthy. 

I would like to applaud the Sun Safety Alli-
ance for its efforts to enhance national aware-
ness of the importance of sun safety and the 
need for early childhood protection. I support 
the efforts by the Sun Safety Alliance to moti-
vate the public to take necessary and appro-
priate actions to protect themselves and mem-
bers of their family, especially young children 
from the dangers of developing skin cancer 
from over exposure to the sun’s UV radiation. 

I hope that the designation of the week of 
June 5–11, 2005, to National Sun Safety 
Week will remind Americans of the dangers of 
over exposure to the sun and to encourage 
safe sun practice. Skin cancer can be a pre-
ventable disease if sun safety precautions are 
followed. 

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support for H. Res. 169, which recog-
nizes the importance of sun safety and en-
courages all of us to protect ourselves and our 
children from the dangers of excessive sun 
exposure. 

As kids growing up in Hawaii, many of our 
best memories are tied to our world-renowned 
oceans and beaches and other outdoor envi-
ronments: from catching waves to having pot- 
luck dinners or enjoying concerts or hiking. 
Given what we now know about the dangers 
of overexposure to ultraviolet radiation and its 
link to skin cancer, I believe that it is impera-
tive that we stress sun safety as we continue 
to enjoy these outdoor activities with our fami-
lies and friends. 

I have included an op-ed from the Honolulu 
Star-Bulletin, written by my wife, Audrey, also 
a Hawaii native, which details the importance 
of early detection of preventable skin can-
cers—specifically skin cancers. Her thoughts 
say what we all need to know. 

Mahalo (thank you) for this opportunity to 
express support for H. Res. 169. 

[From the Honolulu Star Bulletin, May 23, 
2005] 

PROTECT YOUR SKIN EARLY AND OFTEN WITH 
SUNSCREEN 

(By Audrey Case) 

Hawaii is a special place, where we spend 
time with family and friends or just by our-
selves enjoying wonderful outdoor activities 
so much a part of our islands and culture. 

My earliest childhood memories are of 
Sundays after my dad, an Episcopal min-
ister, and my mom were pau with their du-
ties and would take all five of us kids to the 
beach for a swim and a picnic dinner. We’d 
all come home sunburned and happily tired. 
And my teen years with my friends were 
beach years as well. 

We know so much more now about the 
sun’s power than we did even a decade ago. 
We know, for example, that the sunburns of 
our childhood can lead to the skin cancer of 
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our adulthood. We also know that all 
ethnicities can be affected by skin cancer, 
not just fair-skinned people like my husband 
Ed! Our family has seen some brushes with 
skin cancer and gets checked by a doctor 
regularly, including Ed and me. 

May is Melanoma/Skin Cancer Detection 
and Prevention Month. As a member of Con-
gressional Families Action for Cancer 
Awareness, I have joined with the spouses of 
other members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to spread the message of early 
detection of preventable cancers—specifi-
cally skin cancers. 

Today, skin cancer is the most common 
and fastest-growing form of cancer in the 
United States, affecting more than 1 million 
people each year. One person dies every hour 
from melanoma, the deadliest form of the 
disease. The American Cancer Society esti-
mates that in Hawaii there will be 150 new 
cases of melanoma of the skin this year. 
And, the fact is, many of these cancers could 
be prevented. 

Of course, we know now that we should 
protect our skin by using sunscreen—SPF 15 
or higher—and wearing protective clothing. 
Don’t forget your hat, lip protection and 
sunglasses! And, we need to protect our skin 
in all weather—not just the summer. 

Perhaps our greatest opportunity for 
changing skin cancer statistics rests with 
our children. Although most skin cancers are 
diagnosed when people are older than 50, the 
damage that causes skin cancer is done at an 
early age. Just one blistering sunburn can 
double a child’s lifetime risk of developing 
skin cancer. If you are a parent, grand-
parent, aunt, uncle, caregiver or friend, 
make sure the kids in your life are pro-
tected. 

Help your teenagers understand the dan-
gers of tanning beds, which are at least as 
dangerous as the sun, and some studies sug-
gest they are more damaging. There are 
safer alternatives—such as sunless tanning 
products and bronzers—if your teen insists 
on being tanned for prom night. 

Encourage your children’s schools, health 
teachers and school nurses to allow students 
to apply sunscreen before recess. Encourage 
sports programs and coaches to have kids 
apply sunscreen before practice and games. 

Examine your skin and your loved ones’ 
skin monthly. Look for: brown or black ir-
regularly pigmented spots with uneven mar-
gins; a slow-growing, raised, translucent, 
pearly nodule that may crust, ulcerate or 
bleed; a change in sensation, itchiness, ten-
derness or pain from a mole; a small, 
smooth, shiny, pale or waxy lump on the 
skin; and any new mole. 

And remember the ABCD rule: Asym-
metry, Border irregularly, Color that is not 
uniform and Diameter greater than 6 milli-
meters—about the size of a pencil eraser. 

If you discover a suspicious growth while 
conducting your monthly self-examination, 
have it checked by your doctor. Because 
your risk of developing skin cancer increases 
as you age, annual clinical exams are even 
more important after you reach age 50. 

So by all means enjoy the sun and out-
doors, but have a healthy regard for the 
sun’s strength and protect yourself and those 
you love. Sun safety should not be neglected 
by anyone. If we all take responsibility for 
ourselves and our children, we can change 
skin cancer from being the fastest-growing 
cancer to one that is rare in future genera-
tions. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) who is usually much more ver-
bose in subcommittee than here today. 
I have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Florida (Mrs. BIGGERT) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 169, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HISTORICAL SIG-
NIFICANCE OF THE MEXICAN 
HOLIDAY OF CINCO DE MAYO 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 44) recognizing the historical 
significance of the Mexican holiday of 
Cinco de Mayo. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES 44 

Whereas May 5, or Cinco de Mayo in Span-
ish, is celebrated each year as a date of great 
importance by the Mexican and Mexican- 
American communities; 

Whereas the Cinco de Mayo holiday com-
memorates May 5, 1862, the date on which 
the Battle of Puebla was fought by Mexicans 
who were struggling for their independence 
and freedom; 

Whereas Cinco de Mayo has become one of 
Mexico’s most famous national holidays and 
is celebrated annually by nearly all Mexi-
cans and Mexican-Americans, north and 
south of the United States-Mexico border; 

Whereas the Battle of Puebla was but one 
of the many battles that the courageous 
Mexican people won in their long and brave 
struggle for independence and freedom; 

Whereas the French, confident that their 
battle-seasoned troops were far superior to 
the almost amateurish Mexican forces, ex-
pected little or no opposition from the Mexi-
can army; 

Whereas the French army, which had not 
experienced defeat against any of Europe’s 
finest troops in over half a century, sus-
tained a disastrous loss at the hands of an 
outnumbered, ill-equipped, and ragged, but 
highly spirited and courageous, Mexican 
force; 

Whereas after three bloody assaults upon 
Puebla in which over a thousand gallant 
Frenchmen lost their lives, the French 
troops were finally defeated and driven back 
by the outnumbered Mexican troops; 

Whereas the courageous and heroic spirit 
that Mexican General Zaragoza and his men 
displayed during this historic battle can 
never be forgotten; 

Whereas many brave Mexicans willingly 
gave their lives for the causes of justice and 
freedom in the Battle of Puebla on Cinco de 
Mayo; 

Whereas the sacrifice of the Mexican fight-
ers was instrumental in keeping Mexico from 
falling under European domination; 

Whereas the Cinco de Mayo holiday is not 
only the commemoration of the rout of the 
French troops at the town of Puebla in Mex-
ico, but is also a celebration of the virtues of 
individual courage and patriotism of all 
Mexicans and Mexican-Americans who have 
fought for freedom and independence against 
foreign aggressors; 

Whereas Cinco de Mayo serves as a re-
minder that the foundation of the United 
States is built by people from many nations 
and diverse cultures who are willing to fight 
and die for freedom; 

Whereas Cinco de Mayo also serves as a re-
minder of the close spiritual and economic 
ties between the people of Mexico and the 
people of the United States, and is especially 
important for the people of the southwestern 
States where millions of Mexicans and Mexi-
can-Americans make their homes; 

Whereas in a larger sense Cinco de Mayo 
symbolizes the right of a free people to self- 
determination, just as Benito Juarez once 
said, ‘‘El respeto al derecho ajeno es la paz’’ 
(‘‘The respect of other people’s rights is 
peace’’); and 

Whereas many people celebrate during the 
entire week in which Cinco de Mayo falls: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress recognizes 
the historical struggle for independence and 
freedom of the Mexican people and requests 
the President to issue a proclamation recog-
nizing that struggle and calling upon the 
people of the United States to observe Cinco 
de Mayo with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the concurrent resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN)? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
the resolution offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BACA), and 
I commend the gentleman from Illinois 
(Chairman HYDE) for helping to bring 
this measure to the floor of the House 
today. 

The Cinco de Mayo holiday com-
memorates May 5, 1862, the date on 
which the battle of Puebla was fought 
by the Mexicans against an invasion of 
their country by France. Led by Mexi-
can General Ignacio Zaragoza Seguin, a 
lightly armed group of Mexican patri-
ots, estimated at 4,500 men, was able to 
stop and defeat a well-outfitted French 
army of 6,500 soldiers. Although Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln was sympa-
thetic to Mexico’s cause, the U.S. was 
fighting our Civil War and was unable 
to provide any direct assistance. After 
the Civil War ended, however, the U.S. 
began to provide more political and 
military assistance to Mexico, which 
finally succeeded in expelling the 
French in 1867. 

Celebrating Cinco de Mayo has be-
come increasingly popular along the 
Mexico-U.S. border and in parts of the 
U.S. where Americans of Mexican her-
itage live. This holiday is a celebration 
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